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The Lehigh Valley Employment 
Forecast…2040 was released in 

November by the Lehigh Valley Plan-
ning Commission (LVPC). It reflects 
the LVPC’s 2010-2040 employment 
and occupational forecasts of employ-
ment in 23 industries, 70 subsec-
tors and over 90 occupations in the 
Lehigh Valley economy. 

The LVPC used an econometric 
model to forecast future employment 
for both Lehigh and Northampton 
counties. The model is derived from 
regional and national economic and 
demographic information from 1990-
2010 and is calibrated to the updated 
LVPC regional population forecasts, 
released by the LVPC in July 2012. 

The population of the Lehigh 
Valley is expected to grow signifi-
cantly between now and 2040 which 
will promote steady job growth. 
The Lehigh Valley population will 
increase by 226,722 people from 2010 
to 2040. This is an increase of 35% 
over three decades. This projected 
increase in population represents 
faster growth than experienced over 
the previous three decades (1980-
2010) which was 30%. 

Overall employment in the 
Lehigh Valley is expected to grow 
37.7% over the time period, adding 
131,410 jobs to the local economy. 
The majority of industries in the 
Lehigh Valley will see gains in 
employment. The health care and 

social assistance sector is projected to 
gain the most jobs (38,817), followed 
by professional and business services 
(14,834), construction (13,866), state 
and local government (12,853) and 
administrative services (10,336).

The rate of employment growth 
from 2010-2040 (37.7%) in the 
Lehigh Valley is expected to out-
pace the rate of employment growth 
nationally (34.7%) over the same 
period. This suggests that the Lehigh 
Valley will remain an economically 
competitive region due to a variety 
of factors ranging from proximity to 
major markets, robust population 
growth, a growing labor force, and 
lower costs of production and labor in 
comparison to other markets.

Lehigh County is expected to 
experience a 38.6% increase in jobs 
between 2010 and 2040.  In the com-
ing decade, the County will experi-
ence 14.2% job growth which is better 
than the growth experienced between 
2000 and 2010 (4.9%), but lower than 
the growth experienced during the 
1990s when Lehigh County had a 
15.9% increase in jobs.  

Northampton County is expected 
to experience a 36.4% increase in 
jobs between 2010 and 2040. In the 
coming decade, the County will see 
a 9.4% increase in jobs which will 
be less than the growth experienced 
between 2000 and 2010 (14.3%), but 
higher than the growth experienced 

in the 1990s when Northampton 
County had a 5.8% increase in jobs. 

Major changes in demograph-
ics will lead to rapid growth in the 
health care industry and health-
related occupations. Health diagnos-
ing and treating occupations (9,189 
jobs), will gain the most jobs from 
2010 to 2040 in the Lehigh Valley. 
The increased demand for health 
care will not only come from the 
increase in population, but also from 
the aging of the population, espe-
cially those people born between 
1946-1964 (“baby boomers”). 

Employers will also have to 
replace the baby boomers retiring 
from the occupations critical to their 
business operations, especially from 
2020-2030 when their retirement is 
expected to increase significantly.  
Nationally, according to the United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
industries such as manufacturing, 
utilities, wholesale trade, transpor-
tation/warehousing, insurance, real 
estate, educational services, health 
care and public administration are 
industries that employed a signifi-
cantly above-average share of baby 
boomer employees in 2010.

The summary and complete Fore-
cast can be accessed online at: 

 http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/economic/
employmentForecast2040.pdf

http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/economic/employmentForecast2040.pdf
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Trails inventory update for the Lehigh Valley

For more information on the 
trails inventory update project, 
contact Teresa Mackey at (610) 264-
4544.

The Lehigh Valley Planning Com-
mission is currently updating the 

Lehigh Valley Trails Inventory-2009 
report.  In recent years, there has 
been increased interest in providing 
the public with walkways and trails, 
creating a trail network by connect-
ing local municipal trails to each 
other and to regional trails.  Public 
opinion survey respondents often 
select walking paths and trails as a 
highly valued recreational activity.

The Lehigh Valley has many 
existing trails, ranging from paved 
paths through subdivisions to rail-
trails and canal paths to the world 
renowned Appalachian Trail.  In 
addition to the existing trails, many 
others are in different stages of 
development—conceptual, proposed, 
and under construction. Developing 
a trail from the conceptual stage to 
the official trail opening can take 
many years of dedicated hard work.

In addition to a general update 
of the status of the trails inventory, 
two new topics will be addressed in 

the report.  First, trail gaps will be 
identified, and a map with a detailed 
description of each gap will be 
included.  Second, information about 
the construction of safe pedestrian 
crossings based on standards 
used by PennDOT will be pro-
vided to help guide municipali-
ties.  In addition to the updated 
report, the trail gap data will 
be uploaded to the Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources’ PA Outdoor Recre-
ation Plan website.

This project is being 
completed in partnership with 
the Lehigh Valley Greenways 
Conservation Landscape 
Initiative. Funding was pro-
vided in part by a grant from 
the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, Bureau of Recre-
ation and Conservation, Envi-
ronmental Stewardship Fund, 
administered by the Delaware 
& Lehigh National Heritage 
Corridor, Inc.

LVTS actions
Project contracts awarded between October 1, 2012 and December 31, 2012

Project Municipality Cost

Route 309/Sand Spring Road Intersection North Whitehall Twp.   $5,489,123
Phaon Bittner Bridge Heidelberg Twp.      $194,351
Oxford Drive Bridge over Little Lehigh City of Allentown      $367,670
Delaware Avenue Pedestrian Access Fountain Hill Borough      $263,852
Hellertown Government Complex Streetscape  Hellertown Borough      $513,132

Actions
• Approved the addition of the American Parkway and Route 412 Connector projects to the Lehigh Valley Federal Aid 

System.
• Amended the 2013 Transportation Improvement Program to include a $3,000,000 addition to the Main Street Bridge 

replacement project over Route 33 in Palmer Township.  Funding was provided from the Governor’s Transportation 
Infrastructure Investment Fund.

• Amended the 2013 Transit Transportation Improvement Program to include a “rollover” of the FY 2012 projects to FY 
2013 due to a delay in the approval of the FY 2012 Federal Appropriation for Transportation.  

• Approved the release of an RFP soliciting application for funding under the Federal Transit Administration’s Job 
Access/Reverse Commute and New Freedoms programs.

• Adopted a Memorandum of Understanding between the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study, Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission, and Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Authority regarding transit planning responsibilities.

• Accepted the 2012 TIP Accomplishments as partial completion of Task 5.1 of the FY 2013 UPWP.



Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 4 October/November/December 2012

The LVPC housing consultant 
selected for the HUD sustainabil-

ity grant effort, RKG Associates of 
Alexandria, Virginia, has begun the 
housing affordability and jobs/hous-
ing balance studies with interviews 
of key stakeholders.  During a trip 
in November, RKG met with officers 
of the LVPC, key housing staff of the 
Lehigh and Northampton County 
administrations, the three city plan-
ning directors and Alan Jennings, 
Executive Director of the Community 
Action Committee of the Lehigh Val-
ley.  These were introductory meet-
ings to help RKG Associates start to 
get a sense of the housing affordabil-
ity issue in the valley and the various 
organizations involved.  The LVPC 
staff also provided guided tours of 
the valley for the consultant.  One 
trip focused on the borough, sub-
urban and rural areas and another 
trip on Allentown, Bethlehem and 
Easton.  For the second RKG visit 
in December, LVPC staff arranged a 
schedule of 19 interviews with addi-
tional stakeholders as follows:

•  Allentown, Bethlehem and 
Easton departments of commu-
nity and economic development

• Allentown, Bethlehem, Easton 
and Lehigh County housing 
authorities

• Habitat for Humanity

• United Way of Greater Lehigh 
Valley

• Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Lehigh Valley

• Alliance for Building Communi-
ties

• Housing Association and Devel-
opment Corporation

• Lehigh County Conference of 
Churches

• Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

• VIA of the Lehigh Valley

• Lehigh Valley Community Land 
Trust

• Lafayette Ambassador Bank

• Pennrose Properties

• Hawthorne Real Estate

The interviews listed above 
were intended to provide the LVPC 
and RKG with a much more spe-
cific and thorough understanding of 
the organizations and programs at 
work on the affordable housing and 
community development issues in 
the Lehigh Valley.  Also during the 
December RKG visit, LVPC staff 
and consultant staff participated in 
a half day training session regard-
ing the U.S. Census Longitudinal 
Employment and Household Dynam-
ics (LEHD) database.  The LEHD 
database On The Map application 
provides web-based maps that show 
the relationship between where 
people work and where they live by 

county, city, census tract and block.  
This data is exactly the type of infor-
mation needed to create the jobs/
housing balance study. That study 
will identify distance, travel time and 
transit issues between concentrations 
of housing relative to concentrations 
of employment.  A key part of the 
study will look at those that need to 
rely on transit services to get to work 
and issues that may arise with tran-
sit routes and schedules. 

RKG Associates will be back 
in the Lehigh Valley in January to 
continue meeting with stakehold-
ers.  LVPC staff has been working 
to form an advisory committee for 
the project and the first meeting is 
intended for January.  Many of the 
same organizations already inter-
viewed will serve on the committee.  
The committee will meet throughout 
2013 as RKG Associates works on 
various aspects of the project leading 
to a draft of the housing affordability 
and jobs/housing studies toward the 
end of the year.  The LVPC and RKG 
Associates will conduct an extensive 
public participation program for 
these studies beginning in 2013 and 
extending into 2014.

Editor’s Note:  A thorough 
description of the housing studies to 
be performed by the LVPC under the 
HUD sustainability funding was pre-
sented in the July/August/September 
2012 Newsletter.

Consultant begins housing work under HUD grant

The following is the schedule of 
regular monthly meetings and all 

Committee meetings of the Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission.  The 
LVPC Commission and Committee 
meetings will be held in the Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission’s Con-
ference Room located at 961 Marcon 
Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown.

LVPC (7:00 P.M.)
Thursday, January 31, 2013
Thursday, February 28, 2013

Thursday, March 28, 2013
Thursday, April 25, 2013

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission meetings — 2013
Thursday, May 30, 2013
Thursday, June 27, 2013
Thursday, July 25, 2013

Thursday, August 29, 2013
Thursday, September 26, 2013

Thursday, October 31, 2013
Thursday, November 21, 2013

Thursday, December 19, 2013 (11:00 
a.m.)

Thursday, January 30, 2014

Executive Committee (4:15 pm) 
- On the second Wednesday of each 
month. LVPC Conference Room.

Comprehensive Planning Commit-
tee (12:00 Noon) - On the Tuesday 
immediately preceding LVPC meeting 
dates above. LVPC Conference Room.

Environment Committee (11:00 
am) - On the Tuesday of the Compre-
hensive Planning Committee meetings. 
LVPC Conference Room. 

Transportation Committee (5:00 
pm) - Same night as the LVPC meet-
ing listed above except for December’s 
meeting at 9:00 a.m.  LVPC Conference 
Room.
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Technical Committee 
meeting dates

2013
(All Meetings Begin at 9:00 

a.m. in LVPC Conference Room)

Monday, January 28, 2013
Monday, February 25, 2013

Monday, March 25, 2013
Monday, April 29, 2013
Monday, May 20, 2013
Monday, June 24, 2013
Monday, July 29, 2013

Monday, August 26, 2013
Monday, September 30, 2013

Monday, October 28, 2013
Monday, November 25, 2013
Monday, December 16, 2013

Coordinating Committee 
meeting dates

2013
(All Meetings Begin at 10:00 

a.m. in LVPC Conference Room)

Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Wednesday, April 3, 2013

Wednesday, June 5, 2013

Wednesday, August 7, 2013

Wednesday, October 9, 2013

Monday, December 4, 2013

Lehigh Valley Transportation Study meeting schedule — 2013
LVTS is committed to compliance 
with the nondiscrimination require-
ments of applicable civil rights stat-
utes, executive orders, regulations, 
and policies. The meeting location 
is accessible to persons with dis-
abilities. With advance notification, 
accommodations may be provided 
for those with special needs related 
to language, sight, or hearing. If you 
have a request for a special need, 
wish to file a complaint, or desire 
additional information, please con-
tact Michael Donchez, Senior Trans-
portation Planner, Lehigh Valley 
Planning Commission, 961 Marcon 
Blvd., Suite 310, Allentown, PA 
18109-9397, (610) 264-4544.

At the end of each calendar year, 
the Lehigh Valley Planning 

Commission (LVPC) compiles a list 
of achievements of transportation 
capital projects from the Transporta-
tion Improvement Program (TIP). 
The LVPC tracks projects completed 
during the year, projects that are 
ongoing, and projects scheduled to go 
to construction in the upcoming year.

In 2012, 19 projects were com-
pleted, many of them providing 
maintenance of the existing highway 
network (see map on page 6).  Some 
of the larger projects included the 
replacement of the Tilghman Street 
bridges over Norfolk Southern Rail-
road and Chapmans Road in Upper 
Macungie Township, the intersection 
of Route 100 & Claussville Road in 
Lowhill Township, which addressed 
safety issues, and a new ramp from 
Route 412 to the Hill-to-Hill Bridge 
in south Bethlehem. Four of the 
projects were focused on pedestrian 
travel, e.g. the Larry Holmes Drive 
project where the roadway was 
converted from 4 lanes to 2 lanes 
with parking being added in order to 
improve pedestrian safety to Easton’s 
waterfront. 

Construction started on 21 proj-
ects in the Lehigh Valley, with the 

2012 TIP accomplishments

large majority of them expected to 
be completed by the end of 2013 (see 
map on page 7). Ten bridge projects, 
including the Tatamy Bridge and 
Ward Street and 15th Street bridges 
(City of Allentown) were started 
in 2012 and all are expected to be 
completed in 2013.  On the highway 
side, the American Parkway project 
recently had its ground breaking 
and is going to construction after 
many years of planning and engi-
neering. This new bridge over the 
Lehigh River will connect the exist-
ing sections of the Parkway. The 
Route 145 Safety Project consists 
of widening of existing lanes and 
reconstructing Lehigh Street into an 
at-grade intersection. The Route 412 
Improvements will improve access 
to the Bethlehem Commerce Center 
and BethWorks in south Bethlehem.  
Improvements have started at the 
US 22/MacArthur Road Interchange 
and are expected to be completed 
by late 2013.  LANta has started its 
Allentown Garage Renovation project 
and the purchase of 20 hybrid buses.  
Both are expected to be completed 
early in 2013.

In addition to the ongoing proj-
ects, motorists can expect to see new 

construction of eight (8) bridge proj-
ects and six (6) highway projects dur-
ing 2013 (also shown on map on page 
7). The Lehigh Street Tri-Bridges 
project in Whitehall Township 
consists of two bridge replacements 
and one bridge removal. The Route 
309/Sand Spring Road intersection 
in North Whitehall will be improved 
with the addition of turning lanes. 
The Route 33/Route 512 Interchange 
project in Plainfield Township will 
reconfigure that interchange and 
resurface part of Route 33.  A key 
transit project on the TIP is the 
Easton Intermodal Center, which 
should go to construction in fall 
of 2013. Three pedestrian-related 
projects will also go to construction 
in 2013.

Planning for these and other 
improvements is an ongoing process 
that is a major part of the LVPC’s 
transportation planning program.  
The focus of the improvements over 
the next few years will continue to 
be maintenance and safety.  Please 
contact Joe Gurinko at 610-264-4544 
or at jlg@lvpc.org if you have ques-
tions about the status of Lehigh 
Valley transportation projects, plans 
or programs.
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CHAIR  Matthew Glennon
VICE CHAIR  Kent H. Herman
TREASURER  Leisel Dreisbach

Executive Director:
Michael N. Kaiser, AICP

Newsletter Editor:
Susan L. Rockwell

  
 Phone: (610) 264-4544 or
 Toll Free: (888) 627-8808
 FAX: (610) 264-2616
 Email: lvpc@lvpc.org
 Website: www.lvpc.org

Meetings

The LVPC’s regular monthly meeting is held on 
the last Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
LVPC Conference Room. The LVPC Execu-
tive Committee meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at 4:15 p.m. in the LVPC Conference 
Room. All LVPC meetings are open to the public.

LVPC Newsletter

The LVPC Newsletter is the official newsletter 
of the LVPC. It is published four times a year. It 
is e-mailed to local officials and others who are 
interested in learning about the LVPC plans and 
activities. It is also available on the LVPC website.

Wehr’s Covered Bridge, South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County.
Photo courtesy of Michael N. Kaiser, AICP

Vall ey views …
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