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Projections (cont. on p. 2)

The Lehigh Valley Planning Com-
mission (LVPC) periodically 

creates projections of future popula-
tion for the Lehigh Valley for use in 
the regional comprehensive plan for 
Lehigh and Northampton counties. 
Population projections are needed 
for a 20- to 30-year horizon to iden-
tify growth issues associated with 
land use, resource protection and 
infrastructure planning. The LVPC’s 
projections provide data needed to 
forecast the Valley’s future transpor-
tation, sewer, water and park needs. 

In the Lehigh Valley, popula-
tion growth is caused by natural 
increases (more births than deaths) 
and migration of people into the 
region. Population projections for 
the Valley are most strongly influ-
enced by the migration of people in 
or out of the region. Over the past 
several decades, both Lehigh and 
Northampton counties have experi-
enced a strong migration of people 
into the area. During the 2000s this 
influx of people increased dramati-
cally: Lehigh County added about 
30,300 people from migration and 
Northampton County added about 
30,100 people. These numbers reflect 
net migration — meaning that, even 
though people moved both in and 
out of each county, those moving in 
outnumbered those that left by these 
totals. Migration accounted for over 
80% of Lehigh County’s total popu-
lation growth of 37,407 during the 
2000s and nearly 100% of the 30,669 

population growth in Northampton 
County during the decade. 

The population projection model 
the LVPC uses operates with a 
base Census year, in this case 2000, 
and then projects population from 
that base year forward taking into 
account female fertility, survival 
rates and migration. Using this 
population projection model, the 
LVPC projects total persons for each 
county and the region for each 5-year 
period from 2015 to 2040. Male and 
female populations by 5-year age 
group are also projected. There-
fore, the projections are not only 
valuable for considering impacts of 
total population growth but also for 
evaluating impacts by gender and 
age group. One example is the aging 
of the baby boom generation that 
will yield dramatic increases in the 
older population of the region in the 
future. Projecting population by age 
group requires a migration profile 
or distribution by age and gender 
as mentioned above that takes into 
account the fact that not all age 
groups have the same migration ten-
dencies. For instance, college-bound 
persons and those in their twenties 
are more mobile both in and out of 
the region than are other age groups. 
The migration profiles developed 
from the analysis of 2000 to 2010 
Census data were applied throughout 
the projection period of 2010 to 2040 
to create the gender and age group 

projections for each 5-year projection 
period. Figure 1 on page 3 shows the 
growth in the region since 1950 and 
the projected growth through 2040. 

Key statistics about the popula-
tion projections are as follows:

• The Lehigh Valley population 
will increase by 226,722 people 
from 2010 to 2040 or by 35% over 
three decades. This projected 
increase in population represents 
faster growth than experienced 
over the previous 30 years (1980-
2010) during which the popula-
tion increased by 30% (although 
a large part of that increase 
occurred from 2000 to 2010).

• Lehigh County’s population 
will increase by 120,478 people 
from 2010 to 2040, or 11.5% per 
decade. In comparison, the pop-
ulation grew at a rate of 9.4% 
per decade over the previous 30 
years.

• Northampton County’s popu-
lation will increase by 106,244 
people from 2010 to 2040, or 
11.9% per decade. In comparison, 
the population grew at a rate of 
10.7% per decade over the previ-
ous 30 years.

• Northampton County’s popula-
tion over the projection period 
will increase by a larger percent-
age than Lehigh County’s pop-
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ulation because of additional 
migration as well as a smaller 
starting population. Lehigh 
County will experience a net 
migration of about 82,800 peo-
ple over the projection period 
compared to the 110,000 peo-
ple Northampton County will 
gain due to migration over the 
same period. Thus, Northamp-
ton County is projected to receive 
about 1.33 times as much net 
migration as Lehigh County.

• Northampton County’s net 
migration is stronger than 
Lehigh County’s because it is 
closer to the main inflow of peo-
ple from New York and New Jer-
sey.

• Lehigh County’s population will 
increase by more people than 
Northampton County’s over 
the projection period. This is 
due to a much higher fertility 
rate in Lehigh County than in 
Northampton County. From 2010 
to 2040, there are projected to be 
154,284 births in Lehigh County 
and only 117,153 deaths leading 
to a population growth of 37,131 
persons. In the same period in 
Northampton County there are 
projected to be only 105,871 
births and 109,666 deaths lead-
ing to a population decrease of 
3,795 persons. However, since 
migration into Northampton 
County is greater than migration 
into Lehigh County, the differ-

ence in net growth is not as large. 
Lehigh County’s net growth is 
projected to be 119,935 com-
pared to Northampton County’s 
106,238; a difference of 13,697.

• The age distribution will be 
changing dramatically over the 
projection period as the baby 
boomers move from the mid-
years of the population to the 
older years. Figure 2 on page 3 
shows total population change by 
age group for each county from 
2010 to 2040. From the figure, 
all age groups show an increase 
in population during this time 
period. The largest increases 
on a percentage basis are for 
the 70-74 and 75+ age groups, 
which are approximately 100% 
increases. The 65-69 age group 
has the next largest increase 
over this period at approximately 
60%. The largest numerical popu-
lation increase from 2010 to 2040 
is approximately 54,000 persons 
in the 75+ age group.

The LVPC will continue to moni-
tor population changes for Lehigh 
and Northampton counties and will 
make future adjustments to the pop-
ulation projections as needed. Our 
complete report on the projections 
can be found on the LVPC website 
(www.lvpc.org).

Projections (cont. from p. 1)

Projections (cont. on p. 3)
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Projections (cont. from p. 2)
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Staff changes

The LVPC 
welcomed 

Ngozi Obi to 
the staff in 
June 2012 as 
a Senior Com-
munity Plan-
ner. She will 
be involved 
with updating 
the Housing 
Affordability 
Study created 
by the LVPC in 2008 and other hous-
ing planning work that is required 
under a new federal grant.  Ngozi 
graduated from Boston University 
with a B.A. in Urban Studies. She 
also earned a Master’s Degree in City 
and Regional Planning from Rutgers 
University. Ngozi has over 5 years 
of experience as a planner and has 
worked with various agencies in New 
Jersey including the State of New 
Jersey. She has a broad background 
and experience in housing and has 
worked on affordable housing in New 
Jersey. 

We say goodbye to several 
long-time employees. Olev Taremäe 
retired in May 2012. Olev was the 
Chief Planner for the Comprehen-
sive Planning section. He began 
work for the LVPC in 1973. Bonnie 
Sankovsky resigned in May 2012. 
Bonnie was a GIS Technician. She 
began work for the LVPC in 1979. 
Tom Edinger resigned in July 2012. 
Tom was the GIS Manager and a 
Transportation Planner. Tom joined 
the LVPC in 1998. We wish them 
well.

David Berryman has been pro-
moted to the Chief Planner position 
to replace Olev. Dave was a Senior 
Planner in the Comprehensive 
Planning section and has been with 
the LVPC for 10 years. Travis Bar-
tholomew has been with the LVPC 
since 2007. He passed the Profes-
sional Engineer exam and is now a 
licensed Professional Engineer. He 
has been promoted to Senior Engi-
neer on the LVPC staff. Congratula-
tions to both.

The Municipal Profiles report 
was updated in April. This is an 

annual report that contains a data 
profile (one page per municipality) 
for each of the valley’s 62 municipali-
ties, the two counties and the Lehigh 
Valley as a whole. Data items include 
2010 Census population data, 2010 
land use, 2010 selected race and his-
panic origin characteristics, and the 
most recent assessed valuations and 
real estate tax millages. The report 
also includes 2006-2010 American 
Community Survey data on income 
and poverty, educational attainment, 
place of work, and occupation.

The Lehigh Valley Profile 
and Trends – 2011 Edition was 
also updated in April. The report 
is updated annually. The report 
includes data on population growth 
and demographics, the economy, land 
development, utilities and transpor-
tation. The 2012 edition contains 
2010 Census population, gender, age, 
and housing data. All other data has 
been updated where possible. The 
LVPC staff is currently updating the 
population and household forecasts 
through 2040 for all the municipali-
ties. This data will be added to the 
report in the future. The popula-
tion and household forecasts at the 
county level have been updated and 
are included in the report.

Bound copies of both reports 
are available for purchase at the 
LVPC office. Both reports are also 
available on the LVPC website at                 
www.lvpc.org.

Municipal Profiles and 
Profile and Trends updates 
available

In 2011, the Lehigh Valley Plan-
ning Commission staff, under 

contract with PennDOT, began to 
compile an inventory of bridge data 
for locally owned bridges that 
span 8-20 feet.  Over the past few 
years, a number of studies that have 
assessed infrastructure needs for the 
Pennsylvania highway system have 
been completed, but those studies did 
not include needs for the local bridge 
and highway network.  The develop-
ment of this inventory is a first step 
in getting that information.  The 
purpose of this project is to assess 
the current condition and needs of 
the local infrastructure in the Lehigh 
Valley.  While there is no guarantee 
of additional funding, this inventory 
will help give PennDOT an idea of 
what type of financial resources are 
needed for these bridges to meet cur-
rent structural standards.  No bridge 
inspections were performed as part 
of this inventory.  Each municipality 

Local bridge inventory will receive the infrastructure data 
for their area following completion of 
the project.  

To locate the bridges, LVPC staff 
began the inventory process by inter-
secting the local road network with 
the stream layer in the LVPC GIS. 
These intersections were checked 
against field documentation and 
obstruction data that were created 
as part of the Act 167 Stormwater 
Management Planning program.  
Municipalities were also surveyed 
for any information they had on local 
bridges. The initial inventory had 
over 1,200 potential bridges.  This 
list included all possible bridges and 
culverts on local roads.  Through the 
process of elimination and initial 
field work in the summer of 2011, the 
list was refined to 317 bridges that 
measured between 8 and 20 feet.  

The more extensive field work 
began in October and was completed 

in February 2012.  The types of 
data collected during this process 
included the date and time of the 
field view, latitude and longitude, 
the municipality the bridge was 
located in, the facility it carried, 
the feature it intersected, the type 
of service on the bridge, the owner 

Inventory (cont. on p. 5)



April/May/June 2012 5 Lehigh Valley Planning Commission

LVTS actions
Project contracts awarded between April 1, 2012 and June 30, 2012

Project Municipality Cost

Route 22 Resurfacing Various $7,145,772
American Parkway Allentown $32,426,630

Actions

• Approved amendments to the 2011 Transportation Improvement Program for a $2,910,350 construction cost increase 
to the SR 22 Resurfacing project, a $2,300,000 reprogramming to the LVTS Bridge Painting project to paint multiple 
bridges in the region, and $3,000,000 for the preliminary engineering phase of the Fahy Bridge Rehabilitation project.

• Approved the draft 2011 Traffic Trends Report.
• Approved the draft Cedar Crest Boulevard Corridor Post-Improvement Review Report.

of the structure, if it was posted 
with any restrictions, the materi-
als it was made of, the main struc-
tural configuration, length, width, 
and height of the bridge.  Another 
requirement of the field work process 
was to take pictures of the upstream 
and downstream sides as well as 
the approaches from both sides of 
the roadway going over the bridge.  
Additional photos were also taken if 
there was an area on the bridge that 
was of special interest or concern 
(e.g. deterioration, scouring).  Some 
pictures couldn’t be taken due to 
the upstream or downstream side of 
the bridge being behind a fence, on 
private property or inaccessible due 
to overgrowth.  

The condition of the bridges var-
ied.  If there were any bridges of con-
cern, PennDOT was notified of the 
condition and they in turn notified 
the municipality of the need to have 
the bridge evaluated.  As previously 
noted, no bridge inspections were 
done by the LVPC staff as part of 
this inventory.  The municipality was 
encouraged to have their engineer 
determine if any repairs needed to be 
done to the bridge.  If critical defi-
ciencies were found, they were asked 
to restrict traffic immediately with 
a precautionary weight restriction 
or bridge closure until more detailed 
investigation, analysis and repair (if 
necessary) could be completed. 

In the end, LVPC staff invento-
ried a total of 237 bridges that were 

between 8 and 20 feet.  The remain-
ing 80 bridges that were not invento-
ried were either too small (under 8’), 
too large (greater than 20’), did not 
exist, or were closed and not acces-
sible.  The information obtained in 
the field was then uploaded into the 
State’s database for review.  When 
the entire workflow is completed, 
the data will then be passed on to 
the municipalities and the LVPC for 
their information and use.

Any questions regarding the 
Local Asset Bridge Inventory work 
can be directed to Joe Gurinko at 
jlg@lvpc.org, Lynette Romig at     
ler@lvpc.org or at the LVPC office 
(610-264-4544).

Inventory (cont. from p. 4)

The Lehigh Valley Planning Com-
mission recently completed a 

study of the Cedar Crest Boulevard 
Corridor to gauge the effectiveness of 
recently implemented improvements.  
The 5.13 mile corridor studied runs 
from Tilghman Street in Allentown 
to Chestnut Street in Emmaus and 
contains 15 traffic signals.  PennDOT 
implemented a host of low cost, 
immediate and short-term improve-
ments that included traffic signal 
modifications, new signal controllers, 
traffic signal uninterrupted power 

Cedar Crest Boulevard Corridor Post-Improvement Review completed
sources, emergency vehicle traffic 
signal pre-emption devices, traffic 
signal retimings, closed loop signal 
systems, phone drops that allow 
for signal timings to be changed 
remotely, and Americans With Dis-
abilities (ADA) curb ramps.  The 
improvements were meant to ease 
congestion and speed traffic flow in a 
cost-efficient manner.  

The LVPC conducted data col-
lection efforts in 2009 prior to the 
improvements and in 2011 after 

improvements were implemented.  
Data collection involved captur-
ing travel speed and stopped delay 
information for each signalized seg-
ment of the corridor for the morning, 
mid-day, and late afternoon peak 
travel periods.  Five travel runs were 
conducted to capture the peak hour 
conditions in its entirety. 

Travel times decreased as a 
result of the implemented improve-
ments in all instances. The greatest 

Cedar Crest (cont. on p. 6)
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Cedar Crest (cont. from p. 5)

reductions occurred during the PM 
peak period with an 11.47% reduc-
tion in southbound travel times and 
a 14.32% reduction in northbound 
travel times. The mid-day period 
had the next largest reduction in 
travel times at 10.68% for the south-
bound movement and 12.13% for the 
northbound movement. The smallest 
reduction in travel times occurred 
during the AM peak period at 4.33% 
for the southbound movement and 
9.98% for the northbound movement.

In addition, significant reduc-
tions in stopped delay were also 
realized. Percentage reductions in 
stopped delay ranged from 20.68% 
for the PM southbound movement to 
39.28% for the AM northbound move-
ment. The southbound AM move-
ments saw an increase in delay by 
10.5%, but delay in the corridor over-
all decreased in the morning peak.

In summary, the amount of 
stopped delay within most segments 

of the corridor has decreased while 
some corridor segments increased 
in delay. However, the overall net 
impact was one of shorter durations 
of delay within the corridor. Simi-
larly, corridor segment travel times 
decreased in most instances. Corri-
dor-wide travel times were reduced 
as a result of the implemented signal 
improvements.  Traffic signal reti-
ming and coordination are cost effec-
tive ways to reduce travel congestion.

This summer, in order to keep 
peace of mind in your daily trav-

els, it may be good to remember the 
saying “Temporary inconvenience for 
permanent improvement.”

At a time when transportation 
funding is uncertain at both the Fed-
eral and State levels, PennDOT has 
strategically advanced the construc-
tion program in the Lehigh Valley, 
resulting in highway and bridge con-
struction in all corners of the Lehigh 
Valley.  When the 2012 construction 
season is over, the Lehigh Valley will 
have 41 highway and bridge projects 
(see map on page 7) in various stages 
of completion.  The projects represent 
an investment in area infrastructure 
of more than $210 million.  The list 
includes:

• Repair of 29 bridges

 — 21 replacements
 — 5 rehabilitations
 — 2 removals
 — 1 new bridge

• More than 8 miles of resurfacing 
for major roads

• 5 safety projects

• 4 projects serving bicycle/pedes-
trian needs

2012 Lehigh Valley highway work
Of the 41 projects, 24 (59%) are 

scheduled to be completed in 2012.  
An additional 12 projects (29%) are 
scheduled for completion in 2013.  
While this amount of construction 
will no doubt affect most Lehigh 
Valley motorists, the state of the 
roadway infrastructure demands 
that this level of investment be made 
when the funding is available.

Some of the high profile projects 
included in the summer’s construc-
tion schedule are (with corresponding 
map number):

• Route 22/MacArthur Road Inter-
change (#32) – This project will 
remove a ramp in each direction 
on Route 22 to improve safety 
through the interchange area 
and widen the MacArthur Road 
Bridge over Route 22.  The proj-
ect has started and is scheduled 
to be completed at the end of 
2013.

• Route 412 Improvements (#16) – 
These improvements include the 
widening of Route 412 from I-78 
to Daly Avenue.  This project has 
started and will be completed in 
2015.

• American Parkway (#28) – Bids 
have been received for this new 

bridge over the Lehigh River that 
will connect existing portions of 
the American Parkway.  Con-
struction will start in a few weeks 
and is scheduled to be completed 
in 2014.

• Route 22 Resurfacing (#34) – 
This resurfacing project from 25th 
Street to the New Jersey state 
line recently started and is sched-
uled for completion by the end of 
the year.

• Tatamy Bridge (#25) – This 
bridge, which carries Main Street 
in Tatamy Borough, has been 
closed to traffic due to its poor 
condition.  PennDOT has started 
the demolition of the existing 
bridge and the replacement is 
expected to be in place by the end 
of 2013.

The poor condition of the nation’s 
roads has been well-documented 
over the past five years.  The LVPC 
staff applauds PennDOT and the 
Lehigh Valley Transportation Study 
for a much needed and aggressive 
improvement schedule for 2012.

Please contact Joe Gurinko at 
610-264-4544 or at jlg@lvpc.org if you 
have questions regarding the status 
of the projects under construction.

Highway (cont. on p. 7)
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Highway (cont. from p. 6)
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Meetings

The LVPC’s regular monthly meeting is 
held on the last Thursday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. in the LVPC Conference Room. 
The LVPC Executive Committee meets the 
second Wednesday of the month at 4:15 
p.m. in the LVPC Conference Room. All 
LVPC meetings are open to the public.

LVPC Newsletter

The LVPC Newsletter is the official news-
letter of the LVPC. It is published four 
times a year. It is e-mailed to local officials 
and others who are interested in learning 
about the LVPC plans and activities. It is 
also available on the LVPC website.

Vall ey views …

Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Towpath
Photo courtesy of Michael N. Kaiser


